Helping your child with writing – the early stages.
You may think your child cannot write unaided – but look again!

Your child ‘writes’ you a little message. You look at their ‘writing’…….As parents we are inclined to focus on what the child cannot yet do- the letters might not be well formed, the words are spelt all wrong….. Now look again with eyes that are searching for what your child does know already about writing.

Intention – your child wants to communicate and knows this is possible through writing a message to you. A good way to help is let them see you ‘doing writing’ – a list, a note to yourself/partner, etc. Or respond to their message with a reply… this can grow and children usually love to receive a little note and might write back!
Organisation - look at the form they have used – they could be organising the writing in a ‘letter’ or is it a ‘list’ because you are going out shopping later? It may be a ‘notice’ – to label a model made or an instruction such as ‘do not touch’.  Your child may well have written from left to right across the page, they may be leaving spaces between groups of letters representing ‘words’. A good way to help is show your child how we organise writing – be it a letter, a postcard, a reminder note to yourself, a shopping list or by pointing out posters, signs and so on. This will help them see the different conventions we use
Experimentation – there may be full-stops, exclamation marks etc. randomly in the writing. Your child has seen these in books and so on and is trying these out. Risk-taking like this is very important – to use what you have at your disposal, even though you know it isn’t right. Most important is to avoid – as parents – pointing out that this is incorrect – your child will avoid risk-taking if this happens which could slow down future learning. Spellings are also full of experimentation – they are not ‘wrong’ just not conventionally ‘right’. A young child hasn’t yet the experience to be accurate in the huge range of spelling demands of the English language. A good way to help develop this is clear speech modelled from you so the child can hear the letter sounds within each word. Also sharing books with your child where they can see the text as you read it aloud to them. 
Orchestration – a common belief about learning to write is that you need to master each part of the process in turn. To deal first with printing, then with spelling, next punctuation and finally form. In fact children will deal with all these aspects at once. Your child will be considering the social and situational aspects of creating a piece of writing as well as making decisions over meaning, spelling, grammar and punctuation. A good way to help is by valuing the attempts made for what they are …….’Thanks for your list – now we won’t forget things when we go to the shop.’ ‘That’s a great model –the notice will help Dad to find out about it when he comes home.’ ‘Read your message to me while I find some paper to write back.’ (You may well have to find positive ways to ask them to ‘read’ their writing to you so you can respond in the best way). 
Remember give your child the feeling that their writing has been successful – you have understood their intention to communicate and value this greatly. Be a writer with your child – get all the family ‘being writers’. Role models from within the family are so important.

Have fun writing together!!

